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,.Fill youth with enthusiasm through special action!
Convince young people’s parents, trainers and
company chiefs that a promising future is possible
only through good vocational training*.

This was the mission Francisco Albert-Vidal was
entrusted with in 1946 and which inspired his life,
became the driving force behind all his actions and
laid the foundations for the first International Voca-

tional Training Competition in 1950. Our friend
thought that the competitions could stir youth to
spezial efforts, help adults to understand different
working techniques and offer youngsters aknowledge
of trades which were unknown to them.

During thirty-one Skill Olympics, Francisco Albert-
Vidal was responsible for the achievement of the
original goals in a changing world: 33 years as an
untiring promoter in his position as Secretary Gene-
ral and seven years as President of the International
Organisation constantly presenting new ideas. The
Vocational Training Competitions became his life’s
work and the International Organisation was shaped
into what it is today.

With good reason he was proud of his achievements,
as was clearly seen during our last visit, only one
week before his death, at his home in Madrid.
Shortly after his retirement as President he fell
seriously ill. Lovingly cared for by his wife and his
three daughters he died knowing that his task would
continue and that in this way he had considerably
contributed to the future of youth.

Thank you so much, dear friend Francisco Albert-
Vidal. We will never forget you and mourn with your
family, to whom we wish strength and faith to bear
these difficult times.

Francisco Albert-Vidal was buried on 25 October
1993 in his beloved birth-place and home town of
Pinoso, just one hour’s drive from Alicante, where he
grew up as part of a craftsman’s family, with three
sisters and brothers, and where he met his future wife.
His home-town was struck by the civil war and he
was thus forced to choose a different professional
path; for the well-being of our International Organi-
sation and innumerable young people throughout the
world.

Daniel Sommer
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FRANCISCO ALBERT VIDAL.

“Dale entusiasmo a la juventud mediante una accién especial: convence a sus padres,
preparadores y a los jefes de empresa de que la tnica posibilidad de un futuro mejor a
través de una buena Formacién Profesional.”

Esta fue la tarea que se le confid a Francisco Albert Vidal en 1946 y que inspiré
su vida, impulsé todas sus acciones y sentd las bases para la 12 Competicidn
Internacional de Formacion Profesional, en 1950. Nuestro amigo creia que los
concursos motivarian a la juventud a esforzarse de manera especial, ayudaria a los
adultos a comprender las distintas técnicas de trabajo y aportaria a los jovenes unos
conocimientos sobre los oficios hasta ahora desconocidos para ellos.

Durante las treinta y una Skills Olympics, Francisco Albert Vidal logré metas
originales en un mundo que evolucionaba: 33 afios de promotor infalible desde su
puesto de Secretario General y 7 afios de Presidente de la Organizacién Internacional,
aportando continuamente ideas nuevas. Los concursos de Formacion Profesional
fueron la gran obra de su vida y la Organizacion International se transformé en lo que
es actualmente.

Con razon estaba orgulloso de sus logros como se vio claramente durante
nuestra ultima visita, tan sélo una semana antes de su muerte, en su casa de Madrid.

Poco después de jubilarse como Presidente, cayé gravemente enfermo.
Cuidado con carifio por su mujer y sus tres hijas, murié sabiendo que su obra seguiria
adelante y que de esta manera él habia contribuido de forma considerable en el futuro
de la juventud.

Muchas gracias, querido amigo Francisco Albert Vidal. Nunca te olvidaremos y
junto con tu familia, a la que deseamos fuerza y fe para soportar estos tiempos
dificiles, lloramos por ti.

Francisco Albert Vidal fue enterrado el 25 de octubre de 1993 en Pinoso, a tan
sélo una hora de Alicante, donde se crié y formaba parte de una familia de artesanos,
con 3 hermanas y hermanos, y donde conocid a su futura esposa. Su pueblo natal fue
golpeado por la guerra civil y entonces se vio forzado a elegir un camino profesional
distinto; para bien de nuestra Organizacion Internacional y de un sinfin de jévenes de

todo el mundo.



