
T h a t c h e r v i s i t
b o o s t s a w a r d s

M r s T h a t c h e r m a d e a s u r p r i s e
vis i t to Birmingham yesterday to
at tend aski l ls award ceremony.

She presented the gold medals
f o r t h e 3 0 t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l Y o u t h
S k i l l O l y m p i c s a t t h e B i r m i n g ¬
ham Hippodrome.

Str ic t secur i ty was in force for
t h e v i s i t , w h i c h w a s n o t a n ¬
n o u n c e d u n t i l S a t u r d a y t o f o i l
any attempted terror ist attacks.

M r s T h a t c h e r a d d r e s s e d 3 8 2
y o u n g p e o p l e , r e p r e s e n t i n g 3 5
t r a d e s f r o m 2 1 c o u n t r i e s w h o h a d
c o m p e t e d f o r g o l d , s i l v e r a n d
bronze medals dur ing the week-
long ’89 Skill Olympics at the Na¬
t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n C e n t r e .

“ J u s t a s w e a r e r e m e m b e r i n g
the 50th anniversary of the out¬
b r e a k o f t h e S e c o n d W o r l d W a r ,
so we are hopefully preparing for
apeacefu l fu ture in whieh young
people can work towards fu lfi l l¬
ing their ambitions,” she said.

“So th is p iquant occas ion , in¬
volving as it has the cream of the
w o r l d ’ s y o u n g s k i l l e d t r a i n e e s ,
h a s r e p r e s e n t e d a m a n i f e s t a t i o n
of the dream from the dark days
of 1939.”

She said it was agreat occasion
to have the O lymp ics s taged in
t h e U K a n d a g r e a t e v e n t f o r
B i r m i n g h a m , t r a d i t i o n a l l y t h e
c e n t r e o f m a n y i n d u s t r i a l a n d
technological ski l ls.

M r s T h a t c h e r t o l d t h e y o u n g
people that the pursuit of achiev¬
ing excellenee was fulfil l ing.

“Aim high and go on improving
your s tandards as in the fu tu re
your countr ies wi l l be judged on
y o u r a b i l i t i e s i n t h e m a r k e t ¬
places of the world, she said.

“Today, we a re pe rhaps go ing
h a l f - w a y t o w a r d s m e e t i n g t h e

g r e a t c h a l l e n g e s o f t h e f u t u r e .
W e a r e b u s y t r a i n i n g f o r t h e
w o r l d ’ s f u t u r e . ”

K o r e a w o n m o s t m e d a l s w i t h a
hau l o f 16 , i nc l ud ing 11 go lds .
Second was Taiwan with 14, half
of them golds.

Br i ta in fin ished jo in t fi f th , w i th
nine of the 34 Britons taking part
w inn ing meda ls .

The UK’s only gold was won by
Mr N i cho las W i l l i ams -Cammack ,
aged 19, of Frankl in Road, Wit -
n a s h , I j c a m i n g t o n , f o r m e n ’ s
ha i rd ress ing .

A b r o n z e a w a r d w e n t t o M r
Alan Murphy, aged 21, of Brand-
w o o d R o a d , K i n g s H e a t h , f o r
house-w i r ing .

“I t was great to be involved in
s u c h a s p l e n d i d o c c a s i o n w h i c h
defini te ly helps Internat ional un¬
d e r s t a n d i n g i n m a n y w a y s , ” h e
s a i d .

“ G e t t i n g a b r o n z e w a s l i k e a
d r e a m c o m e t r u e . ”

Mr Shaun Greaves, aged 21, of
D a r k l a n d s R o a d , S w a d l i n c o t e ,
B u r t o n - o n - T r e n t , w o n a b r o n z e
for industr ia l wi r ing.

N i c o l a H e a v e n , a g e d 1 9 , o f
Crof ts ide Coombe, Wotton-under-
Edge, Gloucestersh i re , ga ined a
s i l v e r m e d a l f o r l a d i e s h a i r d r e s s ¬
ing.

F o r t y - o n e g o l d m e d a l s w e r e
p r e s e n t e d b y M r s T h a t c h e r ,
w h i l e t h e s i l v e r a w a r d s w e r e

made by Mr Albert Vidal , presi¬
d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Y o u t h
Ski l l Olympics organisat ion.

S i r J o h n E g a n , c h a i r m a n a n d
c h i e f e x e c u t i v e o f J a g u a r a n d
pres ident of the ’89 Ski l l Olym¬
pics, presented the bronzes.

Young and o ld pay t r i bu te
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