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Mr, H.J.U, Hamer,
Secretary,
Nederland Comite voor Neticnale en
Internationals Bercopenwedstrijden,
Kerkatrast 363, ;
Amsterdsp-C, 1%th December 1970.

Dear Harry,

At & meeting last week the City and Guilds and the Government Dept.
firally withdrew support for the Competifion ~ 8o it seems I am back to
"souare one" where I was 17 years ago.

Both Jobn Housley snd Mims Srell will be transferved to snother Dept.
of the City and Guilds so 1 shall be without & U.K. Secretariat or language
translator, but in spite of these difficulties I will de my best to scrateh
together & small U.K. team for Spain in September.

With regerd to the weeting in “adrid in Jaunary, although I had planned
to be there, it is very doubtful if I shall be able to come, for now all
financial support hes been withdrawn it becomes a2 persconsl matter whether
one attends of not and when I consider the costs of air fare end hotel I
feel it is better to conserve my personal finance in the hope that I can
get a team togetber in 197). 1I¢ is possible that our Government Dept. may
wish to send a Junior Kepresentative Observer to the next meeting but it is
doubtful if this will further the interests of the Competition now they have
decided definitely to withdraw. The future of U.K. participation will
depend upon dedication of voluniary enthusiasts, willing to go forward in
the interests of the Competition and Internationsl goodwill,

‘ 1 am not sure yet what iir. Keeves position is, for he is closely tied
. to industry endémay uot be able ¢ devote the tiwe he would vish, but I am
in-close touch with him - I need his support, in fact I am erdesvouring to
collect §upport from all quarters and hope to find a new home in U.XK. for
the I.4.C.

This is just preliminary information to keep you informed of the
difficulties over here and of my doubts about getting to Madrid in January,

Qree‘g;ing- to you and your Family for Christmas.
‘ Tours sincerely,
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