
●AKENTISH OBSERVER and CANTERBURY TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 1964 1 1

● c a n t e r b u r y c a u s e r i e ●

M.B.E . Fo r Can te rbu ry Ma i l '■ y j

ACanterbury man, whose initiative and hard work has given the youth of this
country an opportunity to enter an annual international trade competition, has been
a w a r d e d t h e M . B . E , i n t h e N e w Ye a r s H o n o u r s L i s t .

He is 58-year-old Mr. Frederick D. Hill, of Bramley 
Avenue, Canterbury, founder of the Canterbury Cathedral of British and Spanish youth
C r a f t C e n t r e . now takes place each year.

Last year’s competition—
England now sends about 30
e n t r a n t s — w a s h e l d i n D u b l i n ,

M r . H i l l i s t h e o f fi c i a l r e ¬

presentative and organiser for .j s
Britain, for the International ̂ ĥen not so popular in
Apfwentice Competition en- Government, or even tourist,^,tered by young people from circles. O c t o b e r l a s t y e a r M r .
thirteen countries. During the next three ^‘*1 presented with the

The competition was years Mr. Hill spent much Order of Cisneros,bythe
founded in Spain and was time, effort and expense to Spanish authorities,forhis
first held in 1951 with only lay the foundations of awork for youth. The medal
two participating countries, regular British team in the was presented by Spams
but it was two years later competition. Chief of State,
when Mr. Hill, and subse- In 1956 he was able to col-
quently Britain, came into the lect ateam of six British ap¬

prent ices, making h is own Mr. Hi l l ’s ambi t ion of
In 1953 athird inter- selections from the entrance Britain becoming ahost

national competition was forms he was by then re- country to competitors,w i l l
organised and invitationsceiving from various parts be realised in 1965.
were sent to Portugal, Ger- of the country,
many, Morocco, Switzerland,
Italy, France and Britain.

A M B I T I O N R E A L I S E D

picture.

The competition covers
silversmithing.HONOURED BY SPAIN bricklaying,

jewel lery, p lumbing ,and
Although letters were sent jhe next year twelve many other trade skills. The

to British organisations, no youths went to the competi- judging is done by men who
support was forthcoming. pon. At the competition are technical experts in their

Mr. Hill’s son, Douglas, held in Brussels, the first time respective trades,
who was then 17 years old, it had been held outside mipg gon—he has four
heard of the competition and Spain, Mr. Hill was awarded daughters—is now adirector
was allowed to enter. Athe Medal of Youth, by the ^ m a k e
guardian was needed and Mr. Spanish Government, for his indicator boards, one of
Hill went driving to Madrid, special efforts and services yyjjjch keeps passengers up-
When he arrived, he dis- for the benefit of European to.(jate on arrivals and de-
covered there was no British youth. In Spain this medal p̂ rtures at London Airport,team and his son was is considered to be the highest ^ d i r e c t o r o f t h e
the only entrant from this award for services for youth,
country. His son won his ^^s the first time the Born in London, Mr. Hill
section —woodwork— and h^d gone to alived most of his life in Dorset
received asilver medal from “foreigner.” until coming to Canterbury
General Franco. ^ i t h h i s w i f e i n 1 9 4 7 .

for the competition—he is aHe formerly lived at Harble-
member of the international down House, Harbledown,

What impressed me organising committee—Mr. and was helped mthe Crafts
most,” Mr. Hill told a“Ken- ffpi ̂ ih rnuch to start scout- Centre by his children, who
tish Observer ”reporter, “was i„ Spain. Interest has are allskilledincertain
the comradely spirit between arisen in the badge of the 2nd crafts,
the hundred odd apprentices Canterbury Scout Group, of Mr. Hill hopes the compe-
from all over Europe. It which Mr. Hill was president, tition for whichhehas
was good to see the under- which was displayed on his worked sohardandlong,
standing between the youth gar. Mr. Hill obtained in- will become really inter¬
despite the language problem, gtructive documents on the national. Japan has sent

"1 felt our own country scouting movement for the entries and America and
should take part in the com- Spanish authorities and as aMexico are sending observers
petition officially.” result agroup of the heads of with aview to joining.

Apersonal visit to the Spanish youth services visited To the man whose hne
British Embassy in Madrid England for ten days during work was first recognised by
brought only rebuff, and the which they studied the move- aforeign Government now
advice given to Mr. Hill was ment. Aregular exchange goes the M.B.E,
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M,B,E, For Canterbury Man
NCLUDED in the New Year’s Honours was Mr. Frederick

D. Hill (58), of Berry House, 21 Bramley Avenue, Canter¬
bury, who is awarded the M.B.E. for his work as the British
Official Representative on the Organising Committee of the

TfeRMS" -^VAl International Apprentice Competition.
The competition is governed by the Organising Committee

of the International Apprentices’ Vocational Training Competition
which has its offices in Spain,
the country which originated
the scheme. The International
Oî anising Committee decides
upon various tests and these are
not made known to the com¬
petitors until the competition
begins.

A m o n g t h e m a n y t r a d e . s i n -
- e l u d e d i n t h e c o m p e t i t i o n — h e l d
' i n m a n y d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e . s — a r e

' j o i n e r y , j e w e l l e r y , p l u m b i n g ,
■Cbricklaying and carpentry. This

year it will take place in Por¬
tugal. I t lasts for afortnight,
t h e fi r s t w e e k b e i n g t a k e n u p

€ w i t h t h e c o m p e t i t i o n a n d t h e
second in cultural visits.
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On his return from Spain he
d i d n o t r e c e i v e a g r e a t d e a l o f
e n c o u r a g e m e n t f r o m o f fi c i a 1
s o u r c e s s o h e w r o t e t o a l l t h e

.large firms, such as Rolls Royce
, a n d E n g l i s h E l e c t r i c . W i t h i n t w o

years he organi.sed ateam of six
boys who competed in the 1956
c o m p e t i t i o n ,

jBy the following year he had
!contacted the City and Guilds of

London Institute, who have taken
jagreat interest in the scheme
Iever since.

G r a d u a l l y t h e
;entrants from this country rose
until now teams average about
.^0 people.

Mr. Hi l l 's u l t imate ambi t ion in
connection with the competition
IS shortly to be realised. It has
been recogn ised bv the B r i t i sh
Government and is to be held
in this country for the first time
i n 1 9 6 5 .

Every year Mr. Hill leads the
British team and in October he
was awarded the Kn igh t Com¬
mander of the Order of Cisneros
at Madrid by the Chief of State
l o r S p a i n . T h i s
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-^, w a s m r e c o g ¬
nition of his work for the youthof Europe.
● H i l l ’ s i n t e r e s t s
IS the Scout Movement. For 11
years he has been the chairman

the 2nd Canterbury' Scout
Group’s Parents’ Committee. He
i s a f o u n d e r m e m b e r o f t h e
C a n t e r b u r y b r a n c h o f t h e B a d e n
Powell Gui ld of Old Scouts and
amember of the Executive Com¬
m i t t e e o f t i l e C a n t e r b u r y a n d
D i s t r i c t L o c a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f B o y
S c o u t . s .

M r . H i l l f u r t h e r e d h i s c o n n e c ¬
tions with Spain by his wor^k in
endeavouring to cstablisl i aScout
Movement there. It is hoped that
in the future the Spanish will be
a f fi l i a t e d t o t h e W o r l d S c o u t
M o v e m e n t .

M r . K i l l i s m a r r i e d w i t h f o u r
d a u g h t e r s , o n e s o n a n d t h r e e
grandchildren. He came to Can¬
t e r b u r y i n 1 9 4 7 a n d f o u n d e d
the Can te rbu ry Ca thed ra l C ra f t
C e n t r e i n 1 9 5 1 . H i s f o u r
daughters were employed at the
c e n t r e . B e f o r e m o v i n g t o B r a m ¬
l e y A v e n u e h e a n d h i s f a m i l y
l i v e d a t H a r b l e d o w n H o u s e .

M r . H i l l i s d i r e c t o r o f f o u r
London companies including Hi l l
B r o s . ( S e r v i c e ) L t d . a n d t h e
Graph ic Ti t l i ng Company.
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Mr. Hi l l ’s associat ion with the
competition began in 1953 when
his son, Douglas, an apprentice
joiner, heard of it and asked
w h e t h e r h e c o u l d e n t e r .

t eQ m m
£R

Mr. Hi l l d iscovered that there
no British team and that hisw a s _ _

son was the on l y en t ran t f rom
t h i s c o u n t r y . T h e S p a n i s h
authorities said that he could not
b e a c c e p t e d u n l e s s h e h a d a
guardian, so Mr. Hill took this
posit ion.

I t was from this smal l begin¬
ning that the Br i t ish Organis ing
Commit tee and Br i t ish teams of
32 strong have arisen.

Mr. Hill was so impressed with
the sp i r i t o f f r iendl iness among
the boys o f d i f fe ren t na t iona l i¬
t i e s t h a t h e f e l t i t w o u l d b e a
g o o d t h i n g f o r B r i t a i n t o t a k e
part in an official capacity.
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